The SOAR Mentor Program Wants You

The SOAR Education Foundation was established to help the needy students in China and Taiwan to continue and finish their education in junior and high schools. Since its establishment in 1995, SOAR has gained the support of the Chinese community and distributed scholarships to 16,600 students in 13 years.  The numbers are increasing yearly.  The volunteers are motivated and encouraging.  However, SOAR needs scholarship funds to continue in its mission and mentors to correspond with the students.

If you are interested in mentoring the students, please contact us. Our office will send you the information of each student (The student’s address, family background, school grades, biography and an essay).  We will also provide envelopes as well as Chinese stamps with enough postage for correspondence between China and the States. With all this necessary material, you can start writing to them. Do not send letters to school during summer and winter recessions, but do it from March to May and from October to December. 
Ask them questions as much as you can on how to spend the scholarship money: On text books? Pay for tuition? Buy uniform? Etc... Ask what courses are more interesting to the student? Ask some description on their schools, home villages, towns, etc... In addition, encourage them to study hard and overcome the hardships in life and to be a good citizen. You can also talk about yourself, your family and your interests.  Do not talk about politics, religion or about luxury items.  Examples of luxury are: on how comfortable you are living with three cars, your backyard swimming pool, or vacationing in Hawaii luxury hotels.  It is beyond the imagination for the poorest students from “The SOAR” and it doesn’t help them with their education.  
It is such an easy way to be a mentor of SOAR. We have the following sample letters for your reference. You can copy them and use them repeatedly since the same letter would not be sent to the same student twice. 
Through the correspondence, you will be a respectful person to the student and be called aunt, uncle, grandma, or grandpa by Chinese tradition and have the potential to become friends. You are asked to write twice each year to a student. Each letter costs less than a dollar and needs less then an hour to write. Hope you can join us and mentor one student or two, or more. Some enthusiastic individuals mentor more than 20 students. 
In addition to mentoring, you could also help the students by being a financial supporter. To SOAR, both are helpful. It will be really appreciated by the students and the SOAR foundation really appreciates your help!
Click here to download: sample letters, letter to mentors, binding rules for mentors, agreement of mentors, and evaluation of student by mentors.
