Letters from SOAR Foundation Scholarship Recipients

SOAR Foundation received many wonderful and moving letters from the scholarship recipients throughout the years. These are samples of their stories and appreciation. 

Wu Xiaoying 07-0535

…” Because of your help, I was able to escape the terrible fate of dropping out of school; because of your help, I am able to continue my schooling; because of you, my life now is full of sunlight. When I was desperate, you extended your helping hands to me, and I don’t know how to thank you properly. With your help and care, I entered the rank of a high school student and enjoyed the high school life as my classmates did. I can smile to my teachers and classmates. I am no longer ashamed of my poverty. Because of your help, I know now that poverty is not powerless>”…

Xu Mingcheng 3210456

…”In the summer of 1996, my father left us. My mother couldn’t find any job to support her three children. We couldn’t find help anywhere... With the help of kind-hearted people from the SOAR Foundation, our lives took a better turn. My sister was chosen to be a scholarship recipient. The load on my mother’s shoulders is getting lighter”…

Li Chunxia 07-0545

…”I can still remember vividly that when I was in the 9th grade, you took a lot of trouble to come to this remote rural place to visit us in person. I was so excited and so moved. Your contribution, so unselfish, gave us children in the hilly region a gleam of a bright future that we should not follow our parents’ footsteps to stay in the mountains, but to see the world outside of here. You gave me confidence to pursue my dreams…”

Li Xiaofang 07-0548

…”My elderly grandmother was sick and had to stay in bed year round. My brother and I wanted to go to school. Because of the change in our family’s situation, my mother had to leave home and find work in another town. My father had to carry all the burdens on his shoulders… My dreams of going to school were dashed…One day, Dad said to me, “Child, let’s not go to school right now, wait until I make enough money, then you can go back to school .OK?” Looking at my dad’s face, which was covered by wrinkles and sadness, what could I have said?

Then, an exciting news arrived; I was so lucky to be selected as a SOAR Foundation Scholarship student! I was crying and so were my whole family. I was able to enter the gate of a high school!   The kindness of SOAR Foundation is engraved in the heart of every scholarship recipient. This love will be passed on to many people. Knowing how difficult it was to be granted this opportunity to go back to school, I will work very hard to show my deep appreciation…”

Su Guanghe

…”Time flies! My three years in high school went like a flash. I’m close to graduate from high school now, and am writing this letter to you with happiness because I received the admission notification today from the National Defense University of Science and Technology! My heart is burning with happiness. I have not let you down; I have not disappointed my parents and those who love me.

Dear uncles and aunties, I want to thank you for your help and encouragement. Because of your support, I can be who I am today. Thank you very much from the bottom of my heart”…

Zeng Ge Shanghai College of Dramatic Arts, ID-222474

… “I have been a SOAR Scholarship recipient since I was a junior high school student, a high school student, and now a student at the school of my dreams – the Shanghai College of Dramatic Arts. My heart is full of gratitude for you.

When I was in junior high school, I met SOAR Foundation members who were visiting my village. A lady in the group recognized me immediately. She let me know that SOAR Foundation members care about every single scholarship recipient. I was touched by their support and their unselfish kindness. I made a vow that I will join the SOAR Foundation someday, and help other needy children”…

Xu Junxian, Xuzhou Normal Univerisy, ID - 610367 

…”Dear SOAR Foundation workers and volunteers: I am very grateful to you for your support and kindness that I am able to finish my six years of junior high and high school, and entering the gate of college… I watched the movie, “Chun Nuan”, and my eyes were filled with tears… I made a decision after watching that movie that I will no longer compete for the SOAR scholarship. I will find a job to support myself instead, so that SOAR Foundation can use that funding to help another needy student.

SOAR is like a second family to me. The sense of gratitude is with me always. I will work hard to give back to the society, to make SOAR Foundation proud”… 

Kong Mingyue, ID 07-0078

…”I am very grateful to you; SOAR Foundation. Do you remember our agreement? I gave you my promise when I was in junior high school that when I graduate from college, I would take a teaching job in the remote areas for three years. I would give up any other good offers to keep this promise. I will help others because you have showed me the good example of giving me help when I needed it. It’s an important way to show my appreciation to those good people who had helped me”…

Li Jinzhen ID 05-0219

…” My dad was finally able to get a job. Unfortunately he was tricked into a terrible situation that he did not get any pay for his work. When he returned home after a six-month absence, he was so dark and tired and almost unrecognizable to us. Mother said dad had suffered a lot, but he was lucky to be alive. Why does misfortune happened to my family? --- If my father had enough education, he would not have been fooled into taking those terrible jobs. I am very lucky that I can go to school, to learn new skills. I wanted to thank the support from the SOAR Foundation and from my teachers”…

Luo Jinggang ID 06-0686

…”Both my parents are illiterates. They both were moved to tears when I told them I had received a scholarship. My mother even asked me, “Where is Beijing?”  I thought about this question for a long time. My conclusion is to work hard and to get educated so I can shield myself from ignorance and poverty, and to give back to the society. My mother taught me to be thankful to those who helped me. I will learn from your examples to help others in the future”…

Dang Yuzhou ID 08-0249

…” To a farmer’s family, $200 is an astronomical number. It is the equivalence of a family’s annual income! I have always been ashamed of our poverty; felt that we were rejected by the society, left to suffer. After receiving the SOAR Foundation scholarship, I know that there are people in the world who care about me, and are willing to help me. You have given hope to our whole family”…

He Zhuting ID 08-0250

…”Last semester, I received my very first SOAR Foundation Scholarship. Mother used the money to pay tuitions for my brother and me, and to buy school supplies. I got a brand new school backpack for the first time in my life! With your help, mother did not have to run around and try to borrow enough money to prepare us for school, and she did not have to suffer the indignity of rejection. I can’t thank you enough for your help”….

Liu Qin ID 010018

…”After the 2008 Sichuan Earthquake, I have to re-evaluate my value system and my philosophy of life. My friend and I were so moved by the suffering we saw on TV that we donated two-week’s worth of breakfast money to help the victims. I had been the beneficiary of your help, and I learned that important lesson of helping others from you. Because you are such good role models, and messengers of love and kindness, a harmonious great society will be possible someday”….

Geridongchaolu <格日東朝魯 >, Inner Mongolian Tribal High School Teacher

Shaqirila <沙其日拉> is a good student in my tribal high school sophomore class #148. She is shy orphan; and is an independent, strong student leader.  With your help, she is able to continue her education. I know she will work hard to enter a university after her graduation. I want to thank you on her behalf. With your continuous support, students in our tribal school are able to have a bright future. 
2. Stories of the volunteers

All the SOAR Foundation workers are non-salaried volunteers. One of the proudest achievements of the foundation is the continuous growth of our volunteer team. From the establishment of Foundation until now, there are twenty plus enthusiastic and diligent volunteers who work in the office weekly. In 2007, board members Roberta Tung and Kathy Zhu recruited college students, who were prior scholarship recipients, to be voluntary evaluators of scholarship applications in Beijing. Following are some of the views of the volunteers.

…”In order to provide technical vocational education for the youth in Shang Luo area, the local government established Shang Luo Technical Vocational College by combining the local medical assistant training school and teacher’s assistant training school. The electrical and electronic components, and the engineering component all had to start from scratch. Mr. Yang  Shouguo, the teacher who has worked in the new vocational college from the very beginning, is also an excellent member of the student recommendation committee and a major leader of the college.  Mr. Yang plans to expand the size and quality of the laboratory. His vision has gained support from people he came into contact with”…

…”This donation of 85 one-dollar bills is the result of my fruit-juice sales. Please use the money to help another kid to go to school”…

…”I had another stroke. The doctor said I needed to rest at home for three months. Please don’t worry about me. I think I’ll be back to work in the SOAR Foundation in two months to continue my volunteer assignment”….

…”I have been a mentor for many years. I have enjoyed my correspondence with the students to witness their growth. The students give me faith in the work of SOAR Foundation. Please continue the good work”…       
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